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SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING, APRIL 6, 1978 

FOLLOWING IS AN UNOICIAL, UNCORRECTED EXCERPT FROM 
THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE PRESS BRIEFING. IF NECESSARY 
OFFICIAL VERSION WILL FOLLOW. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 STATE 089239 

Q: - SECRETARY OWEN YESTERDAY MADE A RATHER STRONG 
STATEMENT ABOUT SOVIET-CUBAN INTERVENTION IN AFRICA - 
SPECIFICALLY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA - AND IN VIEW OF THE 
SECRETARY'S TRIP DOWN THERE I WONDER WHETHER YOU COULD 
ADDRESS THAT ISSUE ALSO; AND WHETHER YOU AGREE WITH THE 
WORDS USED BY MR. OWEN ON THIS. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


A: I'M SORRY. I ASKED FOR SOME GUIDANCE ABOUT THAT THIS 
MORNING, BUT I HAVE NO. 

Q: THERE IS NO DOUBT IN YOUR MIND THAT THE CARTER ADMINIS- 
TRATION AND THE SECRETARY ARE VERY SINCERE AND STRONGLY 
OPPOSED TO THE PRESENCE OF CUBAN TROOPS IN AFRICA. 

A: WE HAVE MADE OUR POSITION CLEAR ABOUT THAT. 

Q: THEN WHY IS IT CUBAN FISHERMEN ARE BEING ALLOWED 
10,000 TONS OF FISH DURING 1978 FROM THE 200-MILE U.S. 

ECONOMIC ZONE OFF THE ATLANTIC COAST. 

A: LET ME TRY TO ANSWER YOUR QUESTION. 

Q: HAVE YOU GOT ANYTHING YOU CAN GIVE US OR ANNOUNCE 
ABOUT THE SECRETARY'S TRAVEL PLANS? 

A: NO, I THINK I MAY HAVE SOMETHING TOMORROW AT NOON FOR 
YOU. 

Q: YESTERDAY. DICK MOOSE SAW THE SOUTH AFRICAN AMBASSADOR. 
DID WE GET AN ANSWER FROM HIM ON THE NAMIBIA PLAN? 

A: I HAVE NOTHING FOR YOU ON NAMIBIA. NO. 
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Q: WHAT ABOUT MAC HENRY'S TRIP TO SOUTH AFRICA? 

A: I THINK THE AMBASSADOR WAS DOWN THERE. HE WAS TRAVEL- 
ING WITH THE PRESIDENT, AND HE TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO GO 
TO THE AREA, TO HAVE DISCUSSIONS WITH POLITICAL AND 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS IN NAMIBIA, TO SEE HOW PROGRESS WAS 
COMING ALONG ON THE PLANS TO RESOLVE THE NAMIBIAN QUESTION. 
AND I THINK HE IS NOW BACK IN NEW YORK THIS MONTH. WITH 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL. 

Q: DID HE SPEAK WITH SAM NUIOMO? 

A: I DON'T BELIEVE HE DID, BUT I WOULD LIKE TO CHECK THAT. 

Q: THE QUESTION WAS: WAS HE (CONGRESSMAN DIGGS) INVITED? 

IS THIS A CLAIM THAT CONGRESSMAN DIGGS WAS INVITED TO THE 
ARRIVAL AT DODAN BARRACKS? AND IF NOT, WHY NOT? WAS HE 
INVITED? 

A: AS I GATHER FROM READING THAT STATEMENT EARLIER THIS 
MORNING, HE WAS THERE. 
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Q: I KNOW THAT. 

A: AS TO THE QUESTION OF WHETHER HE WAS INVITED, I DO NOT 
KNOW THE ANSWER. 

Q: WELL, COULD YOU TAKE THAT QUESTION BECAUSE THAT IS THE 
QUESTION I MEANT? 

A: I THINK THAT QUESTION CAN BE VERY SUCCESSFULLY ANSWERED 
BY THE CONGRESSMAN, WHO WOULD KNOW WHETHER HE WAS THE 
RECIPIENT OF AN INVITATION OR NOT. 

VANCE 
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